Application for Membership & Church Covenant
Sycamore Reformed Baptist Church

Name: Phone Number: ( ) -
Email:

Address:

Present Date: Marital Status:

Last Church Attended:

What is Your Member Status in that Church:

The elders must determine whether a person has a credible profession of faith in Christ, is in
substantial agreement with the doctrines of the church, has been scripturally baptized, and
solemnly intends to covenant with the church.

A. Profession of Faith

Every person is to be ready to give an answer for the hope that is in them (1 Pet. 3:15). Therefore,
we ask that you write a one page testimony of your faith in Christ which will eventually be
distributed to the congregation. A personal testimony will be shaped by your personal experience
of salvation, but insofar as it is a testimony, we are most interested in knowing the principal reason
for the hope within you, whether you have a true sense of your sin, are repenting of your sin, and
are trusting in Christ alone for your salvation.

B. Doctrinal Agreement

1. Have you read through the 1689 Second London Confession of Faith? The Confession
can be found on the church website.

2. Are there any doctrinal statements with which you disagree or wish to discuss?



C. Baptism
1. Recalling Your Baptism

(a) Have you been baptized?

(b) If yes, did your baptism take place upon a credible profession of faith?

(c) By whom? When? What was the context in which it was performed?

2. Understanding Your Baptism
The Baptist Catechism explains baptism in this way:

Q.97. What is baptism?
A. Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament instituted by Jesus Christ,* to be unto the
party baptized, a sign of his fellowship with him, in his death, burial, and resurrection; of
his being engrafted into him;? of remission of sins; 2 and of his giving up himself unto God
through Jesus Christ, to live and walk in newness of life. 4
1 Matt. 28:19. 2 Rom. 6:3-5; Col. 2:12; Gal. 3:27. 3 Mark 1:4; Acts 2:38; 22:16. 4 Rom.
6:3-4.

1 Peter 3:21 tells us that in the act of baptism we are giving an “answer (or pledge) from a
good conscience toward God.” That means that part of the essence of baptism involves a
kind of dialogue between God and the one being baptized. In the very act of being baptized
God is asking, “What have you to say for yourself, ‘guilty, ’or ‘not guilty’?”” And for baptism

to be what it is, you must be able to give an “answer from a good conscience toward God.”
The conscience either excuses or accuses us before God (Rom. 2:15), and in the case of a
believer who trusts in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our conscience is cleansed
and cries out in faith, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).



Therefore, the very act of baptism must be done in faith and from a good conscience, for in
it you are pledging (i.e. making a vow) to God that you are in Christ. In other words, through
faith you pledge to God, by going down in the water, that you have died with Christ—that
the penalty of your sins and the wrath of God have been satisfied, and that the ‘old man ’has
died (Rom. 6:1-14). Furthermore, through faith you pledge to God, by coming up out of the
watery grave, that as surely as Christ was raised from the dead, so also have you been raised
a new creature in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 2:19-20). In baptism, you pledge that as surely
as Noah emerged from God’s wrath in a new world as a new creature, so also have you
emerged a new creature vowing to live in new obedience unto God (1 Pet. 3:18 - 4:6).

Perhaps the most important aspect of baptism is what God says to the one being baptized.
God speaks in your baptism in two inseparable ways: First, He speaks to you through the
sign of baptism itself. He does not leave us to wonder if He has received our plea offered in
faith; just as Christ’s resurrection declares God’s approbation of Christ, so also our being
raised from the waters. This is why 1 Peter 3:21 also tells us that “baptism saves. . . through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” This means that in baptism God pledges to us, through the
sign of being raised out of the watery grave, that as surely as death had no jurisdiction over
Jesus and therefore he was raised from the dead, so also have we been raised, and will be
raised, in Him. The act of coming out of the watery tomb is intended to signify to us that
God has received our plea in Jesus Christ—a declaration received by faith. Second, God
speaks to us through the words of institution, for he pledges to the one being baptized that
through faith in Jesus Christ and his righteousness they have become name-bearers of God.
For in baptism God covenants with us and sets his Triune name upon us; He declares us
both to be his children and his disciples.

The very act of baptism is a solemn vow to God, and God to us, taken in the presence of his
people (cf. 2LCF 23). These vows are inherent in the act of being baptized, but they will be
vocalized at the time of baptism for the sake of greater clarity. They will be as follows:

1. Do you acknowledge that you are a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving the
wrath and curse of God, and without hope if not for the sovereign grace of God?

2. Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and
do you receive and rest upon His righteousness alone for salvation as He is offered
in the Gospel?

3. Do you resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit,
that you will endeavor to live as a new creature and as becomes a follower of
Christ?

Baptism will then be followed by a prayer to Almighty God for an increase of the graces
and gifts of the Holy Spirit to enable you to hold fast the Faith which you have visibly owned
in baptism, and for the help of fulfilling your vows, having entered into the church by



covenant, and maintaining a constant war against the world, flesh, and the devil (Eph. 1:13-
14; 3:14-21).

D. Church Constitution & Covenant

1. Have you read through the church Constitution & Covenant? The Constitution can be
found on the church website.

2. Are there any statements with which you disagree or wish to discuss?

3. In our baptisms, we have vowed before God to walk by faith and obedience in newness of
life, in submission to all that the Lord Jesus has commanded. Are you willing to covenant
with the Lord and with the brethren of SRBC, by submitting yourself to the order,
government, and discipline of this church as it has been instituted by Christ in His Word
and summarized in the church’s constitution? Will you exercise your liberties, yield to the
liberties of the brethren, and submit to the authority of the elders as unto the Lord?

E. Principles of Worship

Sycamore is a Confessional Reformed Baptist Church. Simply put, this means that we seek to
be God-centered, rather than man-centered, in our theology, piety, and practice. To be God-
centered in theology was a principal mark of all Reformed & Lutheran churches during the
time of the Reformation. For example, the Anglican Thirty-nine Articles states:

“Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not
read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should
be believed as an article of faith, or be thought requisite as necessary to salvation”
(Article VI).

In other words, the Lord alone is the Lord of the conscience. He alone, not the pope or a priest, or
any other, can require someone to believe a doctrine unless it is taught in the Word of God.



Furthermore, if it is not revealed or necessarily contained in the Word, it is neither safe nor wise
to base your faith upon it, but may be nothing more than the opinions and traditions of man. This
is the Reformation doctrine of sola scriptura (scripture alone). Confessional Reformed Baptists
likewise maintain a God-centered theology, with God’s Word as their sole authority; “The Holy
Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith, and
obedience” (2LCF 1.1). Paul also makes this point clear in 2 Tim. 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

There are differences, however, between the Reformed and the Lutheran/Anglican traditions.
While both maintain the sole authority of God’s Word on matters of doctrine, only the Reformed
tradition remained consistently God-centered in matters of piety and practice. Whereas the
Lutheran and Anglicans hold to a view often referred to as the Normative Principle, the Reformed,
even the Reformed Baptists, hold a view often referred to as the Regulative Principle. It may help
to compare these two views.

The Normative Principle of Worship goes something like this: Whatever is not prohibited in
Scripture is permitted in worship. This would mean that so long as God has not explicitly
prohibited a practice in His Word, it may be safely introduced into worship. This view would
imply that the Scripture does not speak sufficiently to the matter of worship, but instead leaves
much to the will and imagination of man.

The Regulative Principle of Worship goes something like this: Whatever is not commanded in
scripture is forbidden in worship. In other words, in all of our worship we are only and always to
do what God has commanded us to do in his Word. We are to do only what He has commanded,
which means that whatever is not commanded is forbidden. We are always to do what He has
commanded, which means that He tells us not only what we may do, but what we must do. Simply
put, the Lord regulates His worship, and has given us a sufficient, certain, and infallible rule for
worship in His Word.

Therefore, Sycamore Baptist Church is seeking to be God-centered, not only in our theology (what
we believe and teach), but also in our piety and practice (especially how we worship). We trust
that His Word is sufficient to regulate our corporate worship and that He has clearly prescribed
for us that which is both pleasing to Him and sufficient for the spiritual needs of His people.
Gathered according to the new covenant, He commands us to preach the Word, to pray, to sing,
to observe the sacraments, and periodically to take a collection for the poor. All other forms of
worship may “have an appearance of wisdom. . . but are of no value against the indulgence of the
flesh” (Col. 2:23). “In vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men”
(Matt. 15:9).

In the 1689 Second London Baptist Confession, we confess that “the acceptable way of
worshipping the true God, is instituted by himself; and so limited by his own revealed will, that
he may not be worshipped according to the imagination, and devices of men, nor the suggestions
of Satan, under any visible representations, or any other way, not prescribed in the Holy
Scriptures” (2LCF 22.1). In the words of Jeremiah Burroughs, “In God’s worship there must be
nothing tendered up to God but what he has commanded. Whatsoever we meddle with in our



worship of God must be what we have warrant for out of the Word of God.” We desire to maintain
a God-centered focus in our theology, piety, and practice by maintaining the Word of God as our
sole and sufficient authority for doctrine, obedience, and worship.



